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1. Introduction

Public spaces as field of functions, citizens’ activities and their presence, have
important role in city life (supplement of infrastructures, public services and
functions and social, political and cultural interactions) and are so effective for cities
to reach to appropriate quality of life and economic, social and cultural
development. Public space design and management take place in political, economic
and socio-cultural context effecting on planning approaches that take attention to
respond to needs and goals of society.

Research Question (s)
How planning traditions effect on public space planning and management?

2. Literature Review

It’s necessary to use efficient planning methods related to public spaces with
important role in urban life and their social goals. The planning traditions given by
Barclay Hudson (1979), try to reach their goals and struggle to link between theory
and practice. Understanding relation between planning traditions and public space
starts from the connection point of two concepts above: public interest is common in
all planning approaches (although with different definition of public interest) and
overlaps with the subject of public space directly.

3. Methodology

The research process starts with studying public space features and focusing on
public interest in planning traditions, then defines some criterions for public space
and analyzes how planning traditions effect public space according to these
criterions such as government role, public sphere, dynamics, diversity, social goals

* Corresponding Author: hesam.hasanpourl982@gmail.com

How to Cite: Hassanipour, H ; Khaksari Rafsanjani, A. (2026). Public Space in
Planning Traditions, Journal Urban and Regional Development Planning, 10 (35).
1-38.

PRESS

Accepted: 26/11/2025  Original Reserch

Review: 17/11/2025

Received: 31/7/2024

ISSN: 2476-5864

eISSN: 2476-6402



Urban and Regional Development Planning | Vol. 10 | No. 35 | Winter 2026 |2

and participation. The research compares planning traditions regarded to public
space by theoretical analysis of intersectional matrice between planning features and
public space criterions.

4. Results

The public space with multi-dimensional features includes social interactions and
diverse interests and goals. It’s more compatible with participatory planning
approaches (like transactive and advocacy planning) that are more focusing on
social and non-physical aspects.

Figure 1
Public Interest, connecting concept between planning and public space

Public Space |€4—>» <“—> Planning

Public Interest

Table 1
Public Space Criterions

Government The amount of government role in planning process and public
Role space management

Public Sphere Public space as field of act and rational criticism of society in
public sphere

Dynamics Public space change in time due to emerging relations and
dynamics in contemporary urban community

Diversity Different groups of public space users with different needs,
meanings and interests

Social Goals Consider non-physical goals and social aspects in public space
(social belonging, solidarity sense, ...)

Participation The amount and quality of people and beneficiary groups
participation in public space planning and management

Table 2
Intersectional matrice between planning traditions features and public space
criterions
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Government Publie Dynamics Diversity Social Participation
Role Sphere Goals
Synoptic Government- Formal, Simplification,  Unitary Goals Up Bottom
Planning Base, Planned, Reductionism,  Public Separation Planning, Lack
Concentration, Power Mathematical Interest, from Political  of Participation
Large Scale Relations Models Ignoring Concerns
Actions Conflicts
Incremental Decentralization, Individualism, Attention to Plural Specific Entrepreneurs,
Planning Democratic Free Market Processes Interests, Functional Politicians and
Aspects Mixture of Objectives, Social
Institution, Economic Mobilizers
Experience Logic of

and Various  Individuals,
Techniques Self-Interest

Transactive Decentralized Inter-Personal  Intact Dialogue, Planning as Sense of
Planning Planning Dialogue and ~ Experience of  Recognizing  Social Act, Effectiveness,
Institutions Mutual People Lives Diversity Strengthening  Cooperation
Learning, Community-  and Spirit of
Social Act Based Generosity,
Institutions Direct
Participation
Advocacy Support Weak Rights and Attention to Conflict of Listening to Transparent
Planning Groups against Needs of Dynamics, Interests Silent Voices, and Open
Powers of Weak Groups  Greater Consider Negotiations
Business and Sensitivity to Deprived
Government, Unintended Groups,
Weakness in Side Effects of Stronger
Mobilizing Decisions Linkage to
Support for Social
Constructive Scientists,
Alternatives Social
Justice
Radical Minimum Education Dynamics of Conflict of Cooperative Mutual Help
Planning Intervention from Social Interests Spirit, and
from the State Everyday Life Movements, Personal Cooperative
(Activist Experience of  Confrontations Growth, Spirit, Direct
Version), Theory  Local and Alliances Collective Participation
of the State Community, Actions,
(Structuralist Social Strengthening
Version) Movements Community-
Based

Institutions

5. Discussion and Conclusion

It seems those planning traditions that only concern about physical goals and take
unitary public interest, can’t respond to different needs and interests in public
spaces. The differences, limits and capabilities of planning traditions, make different
approaches for reaching social goals and different response to diversity and
dynamics of cities. That would be happened according to structural context of
planning traditions (none of them is not sufficient lonely). The participatory
approaches take more attention to diverse groups and interests. Urban planning in
Iran needs to be changed from synoptic and physical-based approach to those
approaches which take attention to diversity and urban dynamics by participatory
methods.

Keywords: Dynamics, Participation, Planning Traditions, Public Interest, Public
Space, Public Sphere
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2. Radical
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