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1. Introduction

The nature of man as a social being and dependent on the surrounding environment
is always formed in establishing relationships with the social sphere and others, and
his idea does not make sense without the presence of others and relationships with
them. Participation and cooperation as one of the requirements of human life has
long been the focus of attention and attitude of thinkers in different ages and
countries. What is important in this participation and cooperation is that its type and
form are in accordance with human desires and needs, and providing and responding
to them can explain the structure of partnership and harmony.

2. Literature Review

With the strengthening of the attitude of participation in the modern era, especially
the postmodern era, and the creation of theories such as: participatory planning and
urban development by thinkers such as Patsy Healy, Jane Hillier, Arnstein,
Huntington, etc., the issue of people's presence in the field of planning and preparing
people-centered plans has become more and more agreed upon, and a relatively
solid consensus has been formed among thinkers in this field. With the emergence
and development of this range of approaches, urban managers realized that the
authoritarian and top-down view of urban development was approaching its end and
that putting people at the center of the city and urban planning was an issue that
ultimately benefited all those involved. With regard to concepts such as pluralism,
negation of authoritarianism, attention to relativism, attention to discourse, etc.,
postmodernism condemned all the components of modernism and placed interaction
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and human-centeredness at the forefront of its theories. It is important to note that
participation in different societies is formed on the basis of social and cultural
structures, norms, laws, etc., and each society has its own specific framework that
has played a role in formulating and explaining the theories presented. The theories
expressed on the subject of participation in the contemporary period, and especially
in the postmodern period, have been mostly derived from Western societies with
their specific cultural characteristics. These theories have been developed and
expanded in a situation where the designers' view of the social conditions of their
society and based on the characteristics and structures existing in their communities
has been. Therefore, the researchers in this study sought to explain a model for
citizen participation in the Iranian urban planning system with a view and
understanding of contemporary theories so that they could present a model and
structure derived from the current conditions of Iranian society and appropriate to it.
Therefore, by studying their thoughts and theories, they first extracted a model
related to the consensus of theories and then, by conducting field surveys and
obtaining opinions from scholars and experts, in addition to preparing a
questionnaire from citizens, they presented a model appropriate to the situation in
Iran.

3. Methodology

In this study, tools such as documentary and library studies, field observation,
conducting interviews with experts, and also obtaining a questionnaire from citizens
were used to write the research, and the research method in this article was a mixed
method to increase the richness and scientific value of the studies. It should be noted
that the research strategy is retrospective and critical realism along with the theory
of validity has been used as the theoretical approach of the research. In addition, the
intellectual paradigm used in this research is post-structuralism and Kappa and Kohn
coefficients have been used in the validity and reliability of the questionnaires, as
well as the Delphi approach for conducting interviews. It is important to note that
the content analysis method has also been used in evaluating the topics.

4. Results

In the study conducted, it was found that citizens and experts have lost their
complete trust in urban managers and decision-makers for various reasons and are
requesting the presence of citizens in various urban issues, including decision-
making and decision-making axes. Finally, by examining, reviewing, and analyzing
the questionnaires and interviews conducted, it was determined that one of the most
important components in people's participation is delegating power to them in
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decision-making and decision-making and strengthening their spontaneous role in
matters related to city administration, which can be effective in this path by
accompanying managers and providing incentives. In the final section, suggestions
are presented to continue this path by presenting the extracted model, as well as
answering the questions and examining the research objectives.

5. Conclusion

In the presented model, which is extracted from all the studies conducted in this
study, it was determined that participation in the Iranian urban planning system can
be divided into two parts: decision-making and decision-taking. In the decision-
making part, matters such as laws and regulations as well as development plans are
important, and in the decision-making part, urban managers are in charge of making
decisions using all the intellectual food and matters related to them. Urban managers
are one of the most important or perhaps the most important pillars of creating
participation among citizens, and their policies and intellectual arrangements, along
with executive and current measures, can be effective in the emergence of
participation-oriented activities. It is important to note that the media, in addition to
creating better conditions in society in order to realize participation, can support and
guide managers and citizens on this path by creating educational fields. Finally, it
was stated that all the components and axes stated together and in connection with
each other can create public participation in its full and precise sense, and the
empathy and coordination of all factors in the urban development system in Iran can
achieve this.

Keywords: Participatory Model and Approach, Urban Planning System,
Participation, Participatory Theories, Participatory
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